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Once upon a time, and not long ago in the age of Virginia soil survey, the several technical agencies conducting state soil surveys did their own thing. The concept of cooperation was a strained one.
In recent years, however, cooperation among the various agencies has improved as we near completion of the federal, state, and private land soil survey in Virginia. This was evident on May [14] [15] [16] 1986 , when a review and field investigation was conducted on an interagency agreement/contract between the USDA-FS and SCS in the Jefferson National Forest in southwestern Virginia.
The USDA-FS provides funding to the SCS in Virginia to conduct soil surveys in designated areas of National Forest lands. The SCS assigns personnel to (i) conduct the mapping, (ii) correlate the work, and (iii) help prepare a manuscript. The USDA-FS is responsible for compiling maps and preparing the manuscript. Virginia Tech conducts essential laboratory analysis to contribute to the overall Virginia cooperative soil survey. Virginia Tech also has soil scientists mapping in areas adjacent to the National Forest.
On May 14, 14 soil scientists from SCS, USDA-FS, and Virginia Tech met in Marion, VA. Plans were made and provisions were bought for 2 days and 2 nights in the Jefferson National Forest. Accommodations for all were to be in a FS cabin on top of Iron Mountain near Buzzard Rock. This was our base camp for both work and social activities during the review. The large number of participants was an indication of the cooperative effort of soil survey activities in Virginia and the importance and effect decisions made during the review would have on surveys elsewhere in the Blue Ridge and ridge and valley physiographic regions of the state.
Soil survey activities in southwestern Virginia and other areas of the Blue Ridge and ridge and valley regions have been initiated only recently. Many new series are being recognized in this region based on differences in temperature regimes (mesic vs. frigid), mineralogy classes (mixed vs. siliceous), and geologic materials that influence interpretations. This review, other progress reviews, and special studies conducted in the regions have contributed greatly to understanding the soils by those who are working there. Hence, a blanket invitation was extended to all SCS, USDA-FS, and Virginia Tech soil scientists in the region who wished to participate and enter their two cents worth of opinion in any decision making that may affect their work also (Fig. 1) .
The group made two stops the afternoon of the 14th, on the way up the mountain to the cabin. That evening was spent settling in, further planning of the next day's activities, getting acquainted with new faces, and general socializing into the night, Virginia soil survey style.
